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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 1324 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, PO 

SUB J : CHEMICAL WORKERS’ UNION ELECTIONS POSTPONED 

REF: LISBON 760 

SUMMARY: NON-COMMUNIST LEADERSHIP OF THE CHEMICAL WORKER S 
UNION FAILED IN ITS EFFORT TO ABORT ELECTIONS. SOME MEMBERS OF 
INCUMBENT LEADERSHIP DETAINED. NEW ELECTIONS TO BE SCHEDULED. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. MINISTRY OF LABOR INTERVENED IN CHEMICAL WORKER S UNION EARLY 
FEBRUARY FOLLOWING UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT BY PRO-COMMUNIST ELEMENTS 
TO OUST INCUMBENT LEADERSHIP DURING ROWDY GENERAL ASSEMBLY. IN 
VIEW OF STAND-OFF BETWEEN CONTESTING FACTIONS. MINISTRY DECREED 
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ELECTIONS WERE SUPERVISED BY MIXED COMMISSION UNDER DIRECTION OF 
TWO MILITARY OFFICERS REPRESENTING MINISTRY OF LABOR. 

2. INCUMBENT LEADERSHIP OF CHEMICAL WORKER'S UNION CONSISTED 
OF SOCIALISTS AND ELEMENTS OF THE PEASANT- WORKER ALLIANCE 
(AOC), AN ANTI-PCP FAR-LEFT SPLINTER GROUP. DURING PERIOD 
ALLOTTED FOR PREPARATION OF NEW UNION ELECTORAL ROLLS, THE 
INCUMBENT ELECTED LEADERSHIP ISSUED SEVERAL STATEMENTS 
PROTESTING THE GOVERNMENT'S INTERVENTION AND ACCUSING THE MINISTRY 
OF LABOR OF ACTIONS FAVORING THE DISSIDENT, PRO-COMMUNIST FACTION. 

3. ON MARCH 7, THE ELECTED LEADERSHIP ANNOUNCED IT HAD UNILAT- 
ERALLY POSTPONED THE ELECTIONS, AND SOME MEMBERS BARRICADED 
THEMSELVES IN THE UNION S OFFICES TO PREVENT ACCESS TO FILES AND 
ELECTORAL ROLLS. MINISTRY OF LABOR ANNOUNCED THAT ELECTIONS 
WOULD PROCEED AS SCHEDULED ON MARCH 9 AND MILITARY DETAINED THE 
WORKERS OCCUPYING UNION'S OFFICES. ONLY ISOLATED AND INCONCLU- 
SIVE BALLOTING WAS HELD MARCH 9 . THE AFFAIRS OF THE UNION CONTINUE 
UNDER MILITAARY ADMINISTRATION, ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE MINISTRY 
OF LABOR. 

4. MINISTRY OF LABOR ISSUED STATEMENT MARCH 10 CONDEMNING 
ACTION OF INCUMBENT UNION LEADERSHIP AND STATING THAT A DATE WILL 
BE FIXED FOR NEW ELECTIONS. THE MINISTRY NOTED THAT ELEMENTS OF 
THE INCUMBENT LEADERSHIP WERE DETAINED FOR INVESTIGATION OF 
MISUSE OF UNION FUNDS, ALLEGATIONS AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT AND THE ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT, DISOBEDIENCE OF 
MINISTERIAL DECREES, AND OBSTRUCTION OF THE UNION'S ELECTIONS. 

5. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE ISSUE HAS YET TO COME TO A VOTE, IT 

IS APPARENT THAT THE INCUMBENT LEADERSHIP WILL GO INTO THE NEW 
ELECTIONS ALREADY BRANDED AS LOSERS. 
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